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Professorof Military History
presents aprogram
onthe Soviet Union

during " The Great Patriotic War"

Richard Faulkner, LieutenantColonel, US Army
(retired) was our guest speaker for the December Mem-
bership Luncheon. He isan Associate Professor inthe
Department of Military History at the Command and
General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Colo-
nel Faulkner’s presentation was on the Soviet Union
during the “Great Patriotic War” (World War 1) and
specifically the fighting between Russiaand Germany on Professor at the Command and General Staff
what most of us know as the Eastern Front (Western College, Fort Leavenworth, spoke at our
Front to Russians). He used a power point projector  pecember Membership Luncheon.
during his presentation showing slideswith information Photo by Don Mathers
sheets and tables, photographs, and maps. He also
brought a number of Soviet World War Il military

LT COL (Ret) Richard Faulkner, Associate

artifacts. : :

Colonel Faulkner said that because of the Cold Inside This lIssue
War, Western countries were locked out of Soviet Take a closer look at our 2007 visitors 2
archivesabout World War I1. What we learned about CAM:'s Top Ten Lists for 2007 3

the campaigns on the Eastern Front came from ex-

. . ; New Exhibit features Battle of Midwa: 4
German Generalsand camewithabiased view. Afterthe y

fall of the Soviet Union in 1989, access to the archives Volunteers needed for All Kansas Air Tour
became more relaxed, but Colonel Faulkner said this luncheon !
access is becoming more difficult under the current Feb. 11 Membership Luncheon features former
Russianregime. gunner with the **Bloody Hundreth** 7
Reasonsgiven for Adolf Hitler’sattack on Russia F-84F gets a new look 8
included ideological (anti-Bolshevik and anti-Commu- Status of MiG-17 remains in limbo following

nist); and economic (the Soviet Union had awealth of owner's death 20
"Soviet Union"', con't. on page 10




Combat Air Museum Take a closer look at our 2007 visitors

Forbes Field « Hangars 602 & 604
P.O. Box 19142
Topeka, KS 66619-0142
Telephone (785) 862-3303
FAX (785) 862-3304

Thefollowing isasummary of recorded visitor attendance at Combat Air
Museum for calendar year 2007.

Total attendance was 9,719.

(1) 41% of the total (3,981) were from Kansas, outside of Shawnee

: County.
wwaw.combatairmuseum.org (2) 24.5% of the total (2,385) were from Shawnee County.
Provided by (3) 31.8% of the total (3,090) were from all 50 States and Washington
Rossini Management Systems, Inc. D.C.
Email: combatairmuseum@aol.com (4) 2.3% of the total (226) were from 26 other Countries.

. )
Museum Curator (5) 0.4% of the total (37) were from residences unknown.

Danny San Romani 4,000
Office Manager
LoisEcord 3,500+
Board of Directors 3,000
- Wing Commander 2,500+
Gene Howerter - Vice Wing Commander
Tad Pritchett - Secretary 2,000 1
Stu Entz @ Total
Don Dawson 1,500+
Don Mathers
Martin Moyer 1,000
Dave Murray 500
Ted Nolde
Dick Trupp 0-

Newsletter Editing

& D_es_lgn Attendance by quarterswas
~ ToniDixon 1t Quarter 1,706 2" Quarter 3,384
Dixon Communications 34 Quarter 3,026 4" Quarter 1,603
(785)865-4221
3,500+
Museum Hours 3,000+
Monday - Saturday
9AM.-4:30P.M. 2,500
Last Admission 3:30 P.M. 2,000

Sunday Noon - 4:30 P.M. L 500l

Last Admission 3:30 P.M.

+
Plane Talk, the official newsletter 1,000

of Combat Air Museum 500
of Topeka, Kansas,

. . ) 0-
is published bi-monthly. 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr
Your questions and comments are
welcomed. Submit information for Museumtour-guides conducted 59 scheduled tours for atotal of 1,807
Plane Talk to CAM office. visitors. Six of these were motor coachtours.




CAM's Top Ten Lists for 2007

Howdidyoulearnabout CombatAir Museum?

#10 - No Response: 117 blanks
#9 — Just Knew: 118 responses
#8 — Heartland Park + Sports Car Club of America: 139 responses
#7—Drove By: 164 responses
#6—Relative: 261 responses
#5—Internet: 289 responses
#4 —Friend: 330 responses
#3—Local, Live/Livedin Topeka/Shawnee County: 398 responses
#2 —Repeat Visitor: 413 responses

#1-Sign/Billboard: 520 responses

Top 10 States Outside of Kansas Top 10Countries Qutside of US
#10-Tennessee (116) #10-Ireland (5)
#8 — lowa (119) #7 — Japan (6)
#8 — Nebraska (119) #7—-Dominican Republic (6)
#7—Minnesota (127) #7—Denmark (6)
#6 — Oklahoma (128) #6 — Norway (7)
#5—I1linois (139) #5 — South Korea (8)
#4 - Colorado (181) #4— Australia (13)
#3- California (185) #3—Germany (23)
#2 —Texas (225) #2—Great Britain (43)
#1—Missouri (645) #1 — Canada (78)
> > >
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New exhibitfeatures Battle of Midway

Tom Witty completed his latest exhibitin early
Decemberanddid anoutstanding job with the subject of
the Battle of Midway. ThisWorld War Il naval battle in
the Pacificwasaturning pointin the United States’ war
againstJapan. The new exhibitfillsone of our largest
cases and was put together around 16 model aircraft,

seven model aircraft carriers, and artifacts donated to
CAM fromthe family of asurvivor of the battle.

Mr. Robert Costanzo of Temperance, Minnesota
builtthe modelaircraft. Theyare 1/48 scale and painted
in specific markings of Japanese and US aircraft that
participated inthe battle. Tomarrangedtheaircraftinthe
case with the Japanese carrier and floatplaneson glass
shelvesinoneend. UScarrier planesare onglassshelves
inthe oppositeend. USaircraftthat flew from Midway
atoll are arranged along the front of the case. Tom
labeled the name and types of each aircraft.

Thereisa“it’sasmallworld” story involved with
one of the models. Metropolitan Topeka Airport
Authority’srecently departed Presidentwas Mr. Mike
Humberd. Oneday, Gene Howerterwasvisitingwith
Humberdand mentioned the exhibitbeing builtaboutthe
Battle of Midway. Humberd immediately related to
Genethathis father had flown atthe Battle asa Marine
Corpsfighter pilot, flying a Brewster F2A Buffalo. He
even copied amagazine article for Gene that was about
apainting showing Humberd’s father shooting downa
Japanese Zerofighterduring the battle. Asitturnedout,
Robert Costanzo builtthe Brewster Buffalo fighterinthe
markings of the senior Humberd’saircraft.

Tombuiltthesevenaircraftcarriersand theaircraft
ontheirflightdecks. Eachmodel carrieris 1/700scale.

Robert Costanzo’s models of Japanese
carrier and float planes.
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Togiveyouanideaofthisscale, none of the wingspans
of the aircraft are wider than 7/8-inch. Tom had to
assemble propellers and landing gear on all the US
aircraft,and all the miniature aircraft had to be painted
and marked with decals. There are 234 of the 1/700
scaleaircraftinthe exhibit.

CAM member Ted Nolde gave us much needed
assistance with the carrier model kits. Some of them
were no longer in productionand unavailable through
hobby stores. Throughdiligentsearching onthe Internet,
Ted found andacquired the kits we needed.

Tomalso studied accounts of the battle so he could
place theaircraft onthe carrier decks inthe order they
took off during the initial strike launches of the battle. A
large nautical chart of the North Pacific Oceanis spread
on the floor of the exhibit case. Tom placed the four
Japanese carriersonglass plates on oneside of the chart
and the three US carriers on similar plates on the
opposite side. The carriers are each identified with
labels. Inbetweenthe carriers Tom placed aspread of
seven Japanese scout aircraft to represent the scouts
launched to find the US ships. He placed the model
planes on compass headingsthe actual aircraft flew. A
label plate on the chart points to Midway atoll.

Theartifacts inthe case belonged to the late Fred
Andrus. Mr. Andrus was an Aviation Ordnanceman
Second Class (AOM 2/c) originally assignedto Torpedo
SquadronFive (VT-5)aboardtheaircraftcarrier USS
YORKTOWN (CV-5). Thesquadron flewthe Douglas
TBD-1 Devastator.  YORKTOWN was seriously
damaged at the Battle of the Coral Seaand putinto Pearl
Harbor, Territory of Hawaii for repairs. Whilethere, Air

"Midway'"', con't. on page 6

ABOVE: Costanzo’s models of US Navy carrier aircraft.

BELOW: Model of Japanese aircraft carrier SORYU,
one of seven carrier models Tom Witty built. The
largestaircraftwingspanis seven-eighths ofaninch.
This photo by Tom Witty




COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

"Midway'', con't. from page 5

Group Fivewasreplaced with USSSARATOGA’s Air
Group Three, and Andrus was assigned to Torpedo
Squadron Three (VT-3) whichalso flewthe Devastator.

YORKTOWN suffered crippling aerial torpedo
hitsonJune 4 during the Battle of Midway and its crew,
including Andrus, abandoned ship. Theartifactswe have
on exhibit were on his person when he abandoned
YORKTOWN. Theyinclude his jacket, gloves, asetof
keys, acigarette lighter, mechanical pencil,and apocket
notebook. The pocket notebook isof particular interest.
Forthe mostpart, itsentries reflect the maintenance and
repairs Andrus made to squadronaircraft of VT-5. But
italso containscomments made about YORKTOWN’s
actionsafter the US entered World War two, including
Andrus’ accountof YORKTOWN’sdamagesreceived
duringthe Battle of the Coral Sea. No comments were
made about maintenance on VVT-3aircraft, butonthe last
page of the notebook are notesabout YORKTOWN at
the Battle of Midway. Andrusindicated the noteswere
writtenat0701 (justafter seveno’clock A.M.) onJune
7. YORKTOWN hadsunk just over two hoursearlier.
Andrus made topical notes about YORKTOWN’s
damagesonJune 4, when he abandoned sship, aswell as
the ship he was initially placed on and another ship to
whichhewastransferred. He notes the events of June 6
when YORKTOWN was hitby submarine torpedoes,
USS HAMMANN sinking, and finally, notes of how
YORKTOWN sank.

Other artifacts in the exhibit from our collection
include a pair of Japanese binoculars and a US Navy
Dead Reckoning Computer.

Tomusedthe back of the case to tell the story of the
battle. He broke the story down into individual days, and
within the days, by hours. We acquired a number of
photographic reprints of the battle from the Naval His-
torical CenterinWashington, D.C. Photocopieswere
made from these and placed with the texts of the battle.
As written above, we used the largest of our cases
available. Tomcould crawl inside todo hiswork. But
there is no wasted space with this exhibit. Itgivesand
excellent overview of one of history’s greatest naval
battles, key to United States’ role inthe eventual Allied
victory of World War 1.

> > >

Visit our
website
at
WWW.
combat
air
museum.org

2008 Events Calendar

Event dates subject to change

March
17 — 20 Aviation Education Class

April
5-All Kansas Air Tour, 80"
Anniversary Flight
CAM provides lunch to the fliers
and dignitaries

26 — Celebrity Pancake Feed

June
9 —12 Aviation Education Class

July
14— 17 Aviation Education Class

August
4 —7 Aviation Education Class

September
27 —Winged Foot 5K Run/Walk

> >
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\olunteers, we need your help for aluncheon
- part of the All Kansas Air Tour -

Weare asking for volunteersto help puton
a luncheon Saturday, April 5 in Hangar 602.
The luncheon will be for pilots and dignitaries
participating inthe All Kansas Air Tour,an 80"
Anniversary Flight of aircraft over Kansas. The
luncheonwill be verysimilarinsetupandoperation
asour pancake feeds. However, itis not opento
thegeneral public.

The All Kansas Air Tourisscheduledto take
place April 2—7 andisscheduled to visitsome 22
airports around the state. Itisananniversary re-
enactment of a 25 aircraft caravan that toured
Kansasin 1928, starting fromWichita. Theflightof
aircraft took place to promote aviation and help
cement Kansas’ claimto be the Air Capital of the
World.

Theitinerary ofthe day’sactivities for Forbes
Fieldistentative. A pathfinderaircraftand the first
waveare scheduledtoarriveat9:30 A.M. Lunch
isscheduledfor11:30 A.M.—2:00P.M. Aircraft
are scheduledtodepartat 3:30 P.M. Theaircraft
will probably be parked near the Forbes Field
terminal and the pilots/dignitaries transported to
CAM.

We do not yet know how many
aircraftwill be coming. Forbesisthe
second of threeairportsthe Touristo
visit on April 5" after they depart
Manhattan. For now, April 5" seems
to be the most concrete part of the
schedule. But we want to be ready
and are asking for volunteers now.
Please remember, this is not a lun-
cheonforthe general public. Friends
andfamily should notshow upthatday
expecting to be fed lunch.

Our annual Pancake Feed will
still take place on the last Saturday of
April (the 26™).

> >

Visitors

During November
the Museum had
579 visitors
from 28 states,

February 11th Luncheonwillfeaturea

formergunnerin
the"BloodyHundreth"

Merton Wilch, CAM member #29, isour scheduled
speaker forthe February 11 Membership Luncheon. Merton
will talk to us about his experiences as a gunner on B-17

Flying Fortresses during World War 11.

Hewas inthe 100" Bombardment Group of the Eighth
AirForce. During the war, the 100" was referred to as the
“Bloody Hundreth.” The luncheon will be in the Jean
Wanner Education Conference Roomat11:30 A.M. *

Washington D.C.
and
Canada
South Korea

During December
we had
283 visitors
from 18 states
and
Dominican Republic
Germany
Spain

> > >
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TheRepublic F-84F Thunderstreak hasnewstripes.
Insomewhatmarathon fashionthe markingswere painted
oninninedaysoverfourweekends. Member-volunteer
Robert Johnston was the painter and other members
assisted himwith the layout ofthe markingsand masking
and unmasking theaircraft. For justabouteveryone but
Robert, this was a new experience.

The Thunderstreak now carries the red and white
stripes of the 389" Fighter Bomber Squadron, 366"
Fighter Bomber Group from the mid-1950s. The 366"
wasour Thunderstreak’sfirstassignmentin March 1955
after beingaccepted by the US
Air Force. At that time, the
366" wasbasedat England Air
Force Base (AFB), Alexandria,
Louisiana. The 366" Wingstill
existstoday at MountainHome
AFB, Idaho. In 2005, CAM
Curator Danny San Romani
acquired from the 366'"’s his-
torian two e-mail images of
389" F-84sat Aviano AB, Italy
inlate 1955, early 1956. These
two images became our refer-
ence material for painting the F-
84’smarkings. Wereferredto
them continually. Roberthad
the images and sections of the
images enlarged to better see
the detail.

The photos here showthe end results of our efforts.
Thereisstill some detail work to be painted and touch up
painting. Oncethisisdone, theentireaircraftwill geta
clear coatapplied. Butthis work will have to wait for
warmer weather.

Nothavingapaintbooth atthe Museum required
atemporary alteration inthe area of Hangar 604 where
the F-84 is parked. We bought several 18-foot X 24-
foot tarps and suspended these from the overhead
rafters. Thisformedacurtainaroundbothsidesandthe
tail of the jet. The hangar doorsformedthe frontcurtain.
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Ourair-hydraulic lift was used for all work on the tail
surfacesaswell as stepladders of various heights. De-
pending onthe wind direction outside, we setup exhaust
fansat either the east entrance or the wheelchair ramp
entrance to 604 to exhaust paint fumes. Allinall, the
homemade booth workedwell. We have notyet found
paintorspray onanyadjoiningaircraftor other surfaces.

Over 230 man-hourswent in to the application of
the markings, including time to make the necessary
stencils. When
we started, the
aircraftwasover-
all silverwithno
other colors or
markings. When
acolorwasbeing
sprayed onapar-
ticular area, the
restoftheaircraft
was coveredwith
plasticand paper.
We sometimes
spentafew hours
masking offareas
tobe painted. The paintingitselftook considerably less
time, thenall the masking wasimmediately removed.

Robert, Danny and Don Dawson putin 63 man-
hours the last weekend of painting. Robertand Danny
worked together Saturday until 11 P.M. and all three
worked onthe plane onSunday. Don leftat9 P.M. that
evening. Theothertwo stayed until 10:30P.M. asthey
removed all of the masking, plasticand paper toreveal
the finished product. It was well worth another late
evening. Didwe mentionthat Robertwas driving over
140 miles from Derby, Kansas to Topeka to do the
painting?

Thiswasalabor-intensive project,and sometimes
Dannywondered whatwe had gotten ourselvesinto. He
couldnotcomplain, though. He chose the paintscheme.
Andwereally didend up withagreat looking F-84.

When the weather warms up enough, Robert will
be back to putonthe finishing touches. Inthe meantime,
he is working on the F-86 Sabre and its new paint
scheme. Thiswillbeanother colorful setof markings, but
should not be as labor-intensive. They will also be
accurate to the F-86 in our collection, showing how it
looked whenitflewwith the Massachusetts Air National
Guard.

Othervolunteerswho putsometime intothe F-84
markings include Zak Amos, Richard Novak, Jack
Vaughn, alongwith Eric Piland and Melanie Morris,
two students from Shawnee Heights High School doing
community service hours foraGovernment course.

While we are on the topic of painting, Dave
Houser recently finished refurbishing and painting the
propeller blades for the Bf-109 Messerschmitt mockup.
Theblades’ backsides were pretty rough fiberglass and

’ :,\MR FORCE

Dave spentsometimesandingthemdown, thenapplying
fillertosmooththemout. Whenthe assembly was done,
Dave, Dick Trupp and Martin Moyer installed the
blades onto the mockup’s propeller shaft. Dave isnow
repainting the propeller spinner.

Don Dawson has been doing some primer painting
on pieces of the Hiller helicopter. The crew/engine
section of the helicopter is currently in the workshop.
Donand Martinremoved some dents fromthe underside
ofthe cockpitarea,and Don, Danny, and Gary Naylor
riveted an aluminum patch to the bottom front of this
section. Bob Crapser has been working on several
wiring bundlesto remove deteriorated protective cover-
ingsthatwill bereplaced later.

Don hasalso been doing some lawn mower repair.
Last summer one of our rider mowers broke down
beyondeconomical repair. Martin recently attendedan
estate auctionand purchased arider mower and donated
itto the Museum. Itdoesrun. Martindrove itaround
inside 604 the other day and tested its various functions.
Donisdoing some minor repairsto the choke assembly
so the mower will be ready to go this coming spring.

"F-84", con't on page 10
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""Soviet Union'', con't. from page 1

resources Germany could use, including food, ironand
other minerals), and oil. Colonel Faulkner also said
Hitler’smotiveswereracial. He sawthe peoples of the
SovietUnionassub-human Slavs, worth little more than
slave labor. He encouraged unmerciful and unrelenting
harshnesstowards Soviets by notonly the Nazi Party but
alsothe German Army (Wermacht). Hitlersaidtokill the
intelligentsiaand make the underclassslaves.
Hitleralso feltthe timing was right forinvading the
SovietUnionin 1941, butinitially did not have the full
backing of his Generals. The historical lesson of
Napoleon’s invasion of Russia in 1812 was there to
serveasanexample ofwhy nottoinvade. Napoleon’s
forces invaded during the summer and by mid-Septem-
ber were at Moscow. They entered the city to find it
virtually deserted and in flames. His offers of peace to
Czar Alexander | went ignored, and Napoleon aban-
doned Moscow as winter begansetting in. The French
withdrawal became adisastrous retreat because of the
winter and harassing Russian forces. Before quitting

"F-84' ', con't. from page 9

Beforetheweatherturned cold, JimBraun
appliedthe final coats of paintto skirt boards he
installed along the base of the Olathe Naval Air
Station exhibitcases. Installingtheskirtsreally
improved the appearance of these cases. Jimhas
alsobeendoingalotofcleaningworkinthe 602
hangar bay and plumbing repairs in the 604
workshop.

Dick Trupp hasbeen painting signstands of
variousshapesandsizesand putting themaround
theaircraftand engine exhibits. Hismostrecent
painting had been on metal donation boxes we
have spotted around both hangars. Dick has
been painting them in the colors of our armed
forces. Tel Nolde made decalswiththe service
logos, acronyms of the service branches, and
pilot’s wings, and Dick puts these onto the
respective boxes. Heand Ted also prepared a
donation box forthe USS ORISKANY exhibit
that has the carrier’s hull number and service
ribbonsonit.

,.)

> >
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Russia, Napoleon lost some 70 percent of his troops.

Hitler’s thinking that the Soviet Union could not
take onthe German Army in 1941 had some merit. His
Soviet counterpart, Joseph Stalin, had done much to
greatly weakenthe Soviet Army'sabilitiestofight.

Afterhe gainedthe seat of power, Stalinmade sure
hispositionwassecure. Hetook stepstorid any threats
ofoverthrow, politically or militarily. Anyone perceived
of threatening his position was imprisoned or killed
during purgesinthe 1930s. Colonel Faulkner said that
during the purges of 1937-1938, Stalin sacked three of
five Army Marshals, 13 of 15 Army Commanders, 95 of
110 Division Commanders, and 186 of 406 Brigade
Commanders. Inall, some estimated 35,000 of the Red
Army’s most talented commanders were eliminated.
Most were accused of treason, including spying for
Germany. Adolf Hitler feltthe Soviet Armywould only
getstronger, and Germany needed to strike while itwas
weak and disorganized. Colonel Faulkner said that
Stalinkilled several million of hisown people during the
purges. Hitleralsofeltthiswould beto hisadvantage, as
the Russian people would see the German army as
conquerorsfreeingthemfrom Stalin’soppression. This,
too, had some merit, particularly inthe Ukraine. How-
ever, Hitler’s basic policy to rid the world of Slavic
peoplesandthe treatment of the welcoming Ukrainians
by the German Army ensured the support of most
Russians remained primarily with Stalin. The Germans
treated the Ukrainians very badly. As Colonel Faulkner
putit, “Go with the devil you know, not the devil you
don’tknow.”

Germany and Russiasigned anonaggression pact
onAugust22, 1939, 10 days before Germany invaded
Poland. Hitler and Stalin entered into the pact because
eachsawitasbuyingtime. For Hitler, itwasto buy time
to prepare for aneventual invasion of the Soviet Union.
For Stalin, itwasto buy time to better prepare the Soviet
western frontier against a possible German incursion
while getting out of asizeable border war with Japan in
the SovietUnion’s Far East.

As part of the pact, Russia was to get a share of
Polandplus Latvia, Estonia, and Lithuaniaandanorthern
province of Rumania. The Sovietstook eastern Poland
inmid-September 1939. When Germany launched its
blitzkrieg inthewestinthe spring of 1940, Russiamoved
into Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, then took Bessarbia
province, Rumaniaand Rumania’s North Bucovinare-
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gion, which was not part of the 1939 pact.

Stalinalsosawaneedto put Sovietforcesinto parts
of Finlandto protectthe westernapproachesto Leningrad.
Theinitial Sovietapproachto Finland was political, and
they asked Finland to cede certain land areas and one
portto Russia. Finland rejected the proposal and Soviet
forces invaded on November 30, 1939. The dismal
shape of the Soviet Army soon became apparent. Ittook
the Soviets four monthsand one millionmento defeata
Finnish Army of 200,000 men, the same number of
casualties the Red Army admitted to suffering before
defeating the Finns in March 1940. The four-month
battle for Finland did prove to Stalin that he needed to
modernize his Army both in material and in leadership
andtroop coordination. Belated effortswere begunto
do that. Hitler was angered by Russia’s move into
Finland, buthisplanned invasion of France kepthim from
doinganything forthetimebeing. Inlessthanayear after
the Nonagression Pact, the Soviet Union had added
some 175,00 square milesand 20 million peopleto its
borders. Italso meantthat if Germany did attack from
the west, they would have that much more territory to
fightthrough before reaching the western border of the
USSR. It made sense in theory, but proved almost
meaninglesswhen Germany invadedinJune 1941.

Planning for the invasion of Russiabeganin July
1940 with the operation codename Barbarossa. The
operationcoveredafrontiersome 2,000 mileslong, from
the Barents Seainthenorthtothe Black Sea inthe south.
Hitler’sgoal wasto becomeruler of all Sovietterritory
westofthe Ural Mountains. Insome areasthiscovered
some 1,100 to 1,200 miles from the Russia’s western
border eastto the Urals. Hitler believed the campaign
would take 8— 10 weeks. He viewed taking Russiaas
awar of extermination. German forceswould attack to
the east as they had to the west, in blitzkrieg fashion.
Unknowntothem, Barbarossawould be Germany’slast
blitzkrieg ofthe war.

Stalin continued a policy of appeasementto Ger-
many. Nevertrusting Hitler, hestill feltitnecessarytobe
niceinordertobuytime. Thebuildup of German forces
inthe east was intended to provoke the Red Army into
anattack, thus giving the Germansan excuse to invade.
Stalindid notbite, though. ButbyJune22,1941,itno
longer mattered. Inthe pre-dawn hours, Germany began
itsinvasion of the Soviet Union.

Colonel Faulkner described the fighting on the

easternfrontasbrutal. Hehadalready described Hitler’s
view towards Russians, and German troops carried out
Hitler’s expectations. Stalin was almost as brutal to-
wards his citizens as Hitler was. He told the Russian
peopletonotask for nor give any quarter. Hetold them
to not be a German slave. He expected them to kill
Germans. Stalinwrote offany Sovietprisoners. Hesaid
thatif they were captured, they were taking part with the
Germans. Thisviewevenappliedtohisson, Yakov,who
was captured. Stalin refusedto negotiate hisrelease and
evenput Yakov'swife in prison for two years because he
feltthe two had plotted for Yakovtointentionally surren-
der. Ifgeneralsoradmiralsdid poorly, they were sent off

""Soviet Union", con't. on page 12

February/March
Calendar of Events

February

Monday, February 11
Membership Luncheon
Jean Wanner Education Conference Center
11:30 A.M.

Merton Wilch, CAM member,
will be our speaker.
Merton will talk about his
World War 11 experiences
in the 100th
Bombardment Group
on B-17 bombers

March

Monday March 17 - Thursday March 20
Aviation Education Class
JWECC
9AM.-12 P.M.

There is no Membership Luncheon in March.
The next luncheon is Monday, April 14.

> > >
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""Soviet Union'', con't. from page 11

to Siberia, or death. Colonel Faulkner said that between
1941-1945 Stalinhad nearly 250 generalsand admirals
executed. Healso told us about the plight of Russian
POWs captured between June and December 1941.

Some 3.9 million Russian military were taken pris-
oner duringthe firstsix months of the German campaign.
The Germanswere notready to take that many prisoners
under their guard, and they did not care about the
prisoners’ welfare, anyway. By February 1942 only 1.1
million of the prisoners werestill alive. Of thatnumber
some 400,000 were capable of hard labor. By May
1945 lessthan 100,000 of the original 3.9 million POWSs
werealive.

Initially, the blitzkriegworkedasithadin 1939and
1940. Duringthefirstthree weeks of the campaign tanks
under Colonel General

attrition, prolongedactionsthatwore an opponentdown.
They had planned for a long, attritional war since the
1920s, and inspite of the effects of the Stalin purgesand
having outdated materiel, German tactics were notgoing
to change the way Russians fought. Ifnothingelse, the
Russians had a vast supply of men to send to battle.
Colonel Faulknersaidthataconservative estimate showed
the Russiansuffering 15,000 men killed per day between
June 1941 and May 1945. He talked about a “Tank
Badge” awarded to Russiansoldierswhoengagedinthe
hand-to-handkill of atank. Hisresearch had turned up
one Russianwho had four such badges and another who
had 18. He also spoke abouta Sovietclassof1941. By
1946, 97 percent of that class were dead. Another point
he made was that the Soviets mobilized theireconomy
forwaralmostimmediately while Germanydidnotdoso
until 1944, five yearsintothe war.

Colonel Faulkner

Heinz Guderianadvanced
over400miles. Inthefirst
week, some five Soviet
Armies, 22 infantry divi-
sions, 7 tank divisions, and
6 mechanized brigades

Thereality was that
if you did not work or did not fight,
you did noteat.

gaveanexample ofthe ex-
tentthe Soviet Union could
mobilize its populace and
economy. In1941, 85 per-
cent of Russian factories
were inthewestern USSR,

were knocked out of the
war. Colonel Faulknertold
usthatwhiletheinitial gains were large, only some 20
percent of the 151 German Divisions involved were
Panzerforces. Thevastmajority of the Germanarmy
was foot-bound and horse-bound. He said that within
the first 19 days of Barbarossaabout 25 percent of the
Germanarmy’smotorized supply vehicles had perma-
nently broken down. Where western Europe had many
paved highways, Russian roads were often unimproved
dirttracks. Whenthe October rains came, these roads
caused motorized vehicles to bog down. The lack of
logistics for the German advance began to grind the
Germanarmy down, and priorities had to be made asto
what went to the advancing units. Food, fuel and
ammunitionweregivenpriority. Winter clothinghad little
priority evenwhen forwardthinking German command-
ers requested it. When Colonel General Guderian
requested winter clothing in October, he wastold notto
make further unnecessary requests of thissort.
Colonel Faulknertalked about the differing views
of Germanand Russianwarfare. The Germans favored
maneuver warfare, the blitzkrieg. Theywantedaquick,
decisive victory. The Russians favored warfare of

an area that the Germans
wouldeventually occupy.
The Russians literally began moving the factories, dis-
mantlingthem, transportingthemtothe easternside of the
Ural Mountains, and then reassembling them. The
Germans lackedthe strategicair power to stop the move.
By 1942, 70 percent of Russian factories were operating
east of the Urals. What could not be moved was
destroyed. The move cameatagreathuman cost. Some
20 millionworkers moved withthe factories, and the new
locations could barely copewiththeinflux of people. The
factories came first. Some were even operating before
the wallswere putuparound the machinery. Homesand
food for the workers came after the factories, and both
werescarce. Thereality wasthatif youdid notwork or
did not fight, you did noteat. Males, ages 16—55, and
females, ages 16—45, were mobilized for the duration of
thewar. Theywere either inbattle orinfactories.
Colonel Faulkner also said that production phi-
losophies differed between the Germansand Russians.
The Germanswere precise and emphasized quality over
quantity. He specifically referred to German tanks,
sayingthey were overengineered and hard tomaintainin
thefield. They hadtogobacktothe factory foroverhaul,
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andatany giventime there were 10—14 percent out of
action for overhaul. The Russian philosophy was
quantity, quantity, quantity. Andthatisnottosay they
necessarily manufactured inferiorequipment. The Rus-
sian T-34 tank was a capable opponentagainst German
armorandan unpleasantsurprise when itentered battle
around Moscow in October 1941. It was built with a
widertrack than German tanks giving itmore maneuver-
ability inthe Russian terrain and mud that would espe-
cially plaguethe Germans.

Togiveusanexample ofaRussianmass-produced
weapon, Colonel Faulkner held up a Russian PPSh
submachine gun. It was of simple construction, and
actually rattled when shaken. He said ithad a terrible
long rangaccuracy, butalso had the highest rate of fire of
any submachine of World War I1. It was extremely
reliable and could be dropped in the mud or water and
stillfire.

The philosophies of warfare, mobilization, and
production all had an impact on the Eastern Front
campaign - not all right away, but they did have an
impact. Inspite of the tremendous losses of the Soviet
armed forces, andsimilar lossesamongitscivilian popu-
lace, the German campaign did not end after 8 to 10
weeksas Hitler believed. Aftertwomonths of fighting,
the Germans controlled the westernmost 500 miles ofthe
SovietUnionbutwere far short of their goal. They had
suffered some 440,00 casualties, including 94,000 dead.
While several key cities fell to the Germans, two other
significantcitiesheld uptothe onslaught.

Thefirstwas Leningrad. German forces reached
the city in September. In August, Hitler orderedthatthe
city beencircled, cutting offall supplies. Itwould thenbe
bombed, shelledand leftto die during the winter. Thus
beganthe Siege of Leningrad thatwould last 900 days.
The Germansand Finnswere never abletofullyencircle
thecity. Suppliescameinand refugeesleftovericeroads
on Lake Ladogainwinter and by boatwhenthe lake ice
melted. Althoughsufferingalossofsome 240,000 lives
tothe bombing, shelling, and starvationthat firstwinter,
Leningrad did notfall. German forceswould be tiedup
forsometwoand one-halfyears laying siege tothe city.

The second major city that Hitler wanted leveled
and made uninhabitable was Moscow, the Soviet capi-
tal. He gave the order to take the city on October 2, and
69 Germandivisions beganattacking inthe direction of
the capital. The battle of Moscow lasted overaperiod
of four monthsalonga 250-mile front, 180 miles deep.

It consisted of several battles and involved dozens of
citiesand villagesthat formed two broad semicirclesto
the west of Moscow. Hitler expectedaquick, knockout
blowtothe Sovietcapital, but other elements came into
play, notthe least of which was the weather.

German men and materiels were worn down and
nolongeratfull strength. Unfortunately forthe Germans,
only three major roads lead to Moscow, and these
proved barely suitable for the Germanarmor. Although
paved, the roads didn'talways supportthe weightof a
tank, and German engineers spentmuch time repairing
the road surfaces for the tanks to continue on. The
infantry had to travel cross-country, pulling their sup-
porting gunswithhorses. Theautumnrainscamewhich
soon made dirtroadsalmostimpassable. Thousands of
logs were putdownto form corduroy roads. Duringthe
summer, Guderian’s motorized forces had advanced
over400milesinthreeweeks. Now, hisforcesstruggled
fortwomonthstocover 100 miles. Thegreatest problem
caused by the muck and mire of the roads was that it
stalled the supply lines. Tanksand othervehiclesranout
of fuel and troops went hungry. Many German com-
mandersrealized that winter would catch them before
they reached Moscow. They requested winter clothing
fortheirtroops, only to be turned down. Requeststodig
infor the winter were also made, but Hitler would have
none of that. They were to press onand take Moscow.

November broughtweather cold enoughtofreeze
themudandallow motorized unitstoadvanceagain. But
the same cold brought great sufferingto Germantroops.
Cold-relatedillness, injury,and deathtook their toll. The
Soviets were prepared. Afterall, this was their back-
yard. The battlesaround Moscow were bitterly fought,
but the Germans never got into the city. One German
battalion reached the suburban village of Gorky, and
Field Marshal von Bock, overall commander of the
German forces, got close enough to see the spires of the
Kremlinthrough hisfield glasses. Butthatwasasclose
asthe Germans cameto Moscow. With the beginning of
December 1941, the Russianwinter broughtahalttothe
Germanadvances. Unitswithdrewto holding positions
to winter over and wait until spring to renew their
advance. On December 8, Hitler officially called off his
eastern offensive because of “asurprisingly early and
severewinter.” The fighting by nomeansended, butthe
summer blitzkrieg was over. Moscow was not the
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turning pointinthe war inthe Eastern Front. Thatwould
come in 1942. The winter of 1941- 1942 became a
stalemate.

Asearlyas mid-October 1941, the population of
Moscow panicked with the approach of German forces
and started to flee the city. Roads heading eastward out
of the capital were clogged with refugees. On October
18, CommunistParty official V. P. Pronin broadcast to
Russian citizens to stand fast, and the main newspaper
announcedthatkey party officialswerestayinginthecity.
Another radio broadcast announced that Stalin was
staying. Then Stalinhimselfannounced astate of siege
forthe city and imposed a curfew and martial law. His
choosingtostayandtheimpositionof martial lawstemmed
the flow of refugees from Moscow. But perhapsthe best
psychological effect for the citizens of Moscow and
Russians countrywide was yetto come.

November 7 was the anniversary date of the out-
break of the 1917 Revolution. It was ordinarily the
occasionforalarge military

the greatness of Russia. He told the troops and people
inRed Square they were fighting awar of liberation.

The two speeches and holding the November 71
celebration in Red Square had a huge impact on the
morale and supportof the Russian people. Tothosewho
had suffered inany way at the hands of the Germans, it
became lessawar of Communismagainst fascismand
moreapatrioticwar, “theirwar.” Thewarwasno longer
anti-Nazi; itwas now anti-German. Copies of the two
speecheswere made by the millionsandair dropped into
German-occupied Russiaand distributed throughoutthe
restof the country. Stalintook other stepsto appeal to
national prideand patriotismincluding reopening churches
throughoutthe Soviet Union.

As 1941 ended, major changes took place in the
German command onthe Eastern Front. Hitler relieved
more than 30 generals of their commands and said he
would personally conduct the military operations in
Russia. Ineffect, Stalingainedanewally. Changesalso
took place withthe Soviet forces. They managedtogo
onthe offensive around Moscow during November and

December. While they

parade in Moscow’s Red
Square. Ontheevening of
November 6, Stalinmetwith
several hundred Sovietlead-
ersinanunderground loca-
tion. Instead of talking the
communistparty line,asin
the past, Stalinmade anap-
peal to the Russian people
andRussiannationalism. He
spoke of howthe Germans

Stalinreferredto Hitler's references
tothepeoples of Russia
asbeingsub-human
and howthe Germans wanted
awar of extermination
againstthe Sovietpopulation.

enjoyed somesuccessesin
forcing German forces to
withdraw inseveral areas,
the Soviets were not yet
ready to deal adeathblow
to the Germans. These
early successes were im-
portant, though, inthatthe
mythofthe GermanArmy’s
invincibility wasshattered.

January 1942 re-

had failed to cut up the So-
vietUnionand ofthe losses
they had suffered. He spoke of the defense of Leningrad
and Moscow and how the Soviet armed forces were
buildingand would soon take the battle to the Germans.
Stalinreferred to Hitler’s references to the peoples of
Russiaasbeing sub-humanandhowthe Germanswanted
awar of exterminationagainstthe Soviet population.
He gaveasecond speechthe following day onRed
Square, completewithamilitary review. Hiswordswere
directedto Soviet troops going to the front. Inanother
turn-around fromtypical party speeches, Stalin made
referencesto historical Russian figuresand heroes before
the 1917 October Revolution. He talked of heroes
datingasfarbackasthe 13" century, and he talked about
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vealedan EasternFrontthat
extended fromthe Barents
Sea, west of Murmansk to the Crimea peninsulainthe
Black Sea. By spring, some 2.5 million Wermacht
soldiersstretchedalonga 1500-mile frontfrom Leningrad
in the north to Sevastopol in the south, preparing to
launch a new offensive. The spring thaw brought the
return of mud and keptthe fighting downuntil May.
About 70 milessoutheastof the importantindustrial
city of Kharkovwasabulge inthe front lines called the
Izyumsalient. Sovietforcesinthesalientwere preparing
tolaunchan offensive through the bulge thatwould carry
them to Kharkov where they would retake the city.
Apparently unknown to the Soviets, German forces
were gathering atthe salientto launch an attack on May
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18 to remove the bulge. The Soviets launched their
attackonMay 12. Initially, they gained ground rapidly
overatwo-day period. Butthe frontunits outran their
supply lines. The Soviets noticed that German prisoners
were from panzer units they were not aware of. The
Sovietcommanders felt they would soon be counterat-
tacked, and as soon as they realized they were in real
danger of being cut off, they requested permissionto halt
the offensive. Theirrequestwas denied fromthe Krem-
lin. On May 18, the Germans counterattacked and
narrowed the corridor holding the Soviet troops. Four
days later, the German encirclementwas complete, and
some 200,000 Russians were captured.

Forceson both sides continued to prepare for the
summer fighting. When the German offensive resumed,
itappeared victory would be won by summer’send. By
mid-July nearly 500,000 Soviets were taken prisoner.
Thefortress city of Sevastopol fell on July 3, 1942 after
aneight-monthsiege. Germanarmiesbattled intothe oil-
rich Caucasus before the end of July. Then, there was
Stalingrad.

The Germansummer offensive beganinJune 1942,
named Operation Blau (Blue) by Hitler. He personally
took charge in planning the operation, down to its
smallestdetails. The main objective of Operation Blau
was the Caucasus, between the Black Seaand Caspian
Sea. The northern anchor of the operation was the
industrial city of Stalingrad.

On June 28, two German armies attacked east-
ward from Kursk toward VVoronezh. This Sovietcity,
located onthe Don River, wasakey rail, highway, and
river center for north-south traffic from Moscowto the
Black Seaand Caspian Sea. Two days later, the Sixth
Army attacked northeast from Kharkov to VVoronezh.
The plan was to clear Soviet forces from the area,
capture VVoronezh, thenturnsouthalongthe Don River,
seal off Stalingrad, and enter the Caucasus.

Initially, the advance of Army Group B was remi-
niscent of the previous summer. In two days, the
northern force was halfway to VVoronezh. Tothe south,
the Sixth Army metvirtually noresistance, which caused
concernforthe Germans. Itwasnot like the Russiansto
give upterritory withoutastubborn fight. The Germans
hadarighttobewary. Stalinhad ordered Soviet forces
to withdraw in the direction of Stalingrad and make a
stand there.

By July 3, Hitler figured the Sixth Army was
probablywasting time, fuel, and suppliesinattemptingto

trapthe Russiansat\Voronezh. He flewto Field Marshal
von Bock’s headquarters to announce he had changed
the planfor Operation Blau and gave Bock the freedom
todrivetothe south if he sodesired. Unaccustomedto
operating on hisowndiscretion, Bock gave aseries of
conflictingordersthatwouldseriously disrupt Operation
Blau. Initially, the southernforce of Army Group B was
told to head directly east to the Don River. Thisorder
was changed the next day to head north again, as the
northern force of the Group wasalready near \VVoronezh.
Bockfigured he could take thetownonthe run, thenhead
south. Unfortunately for Bock, there were nine Soviet
divisions and 13 brigades at VVoronezh. It took the
northernforce until July 13toclear outthe cityand gave
the Sovietsmore timeto strengthentheir defensesaround
Stalingrad.

Also on July 13, Hitler made another change to
Operation Blau. Originally, the FirstPanzer Armywas
to formthe southernarm ofapincer movementagainst
Stalingrad. Army Group B formedthe northernarm. On
the 13", Hitler ordered the FirstPanzertoavoid Stalingrad
and move south to take the city of Rostov, on the
northeastend of the Seaof Azov. Hitleralso orderedthe
Fourth Panzer Army, partof the northern force of Army
Group B, todivertsouthward to assist the First Panzer.
Field Marshal Bock protested the division of his forces
and was sacked by Hitler for hiseffort.

Thesplitting of the forcesalso meant the splitting of
supplies, and the forces attacking toward Rostov got the
larger share of ammunitionand fuel. General Ewaldvon
Kleist,commander of the FirstPanzer Army laterwrote
that he felt Stalingrad could have been taken without
muchofafightbytheend of July. ButHitler’sdecision
tosplitthe forces cost General Friedrich Paulusand his
Sixth Army the fuel they needed to meet that deadline.

Thebattle of Rostov began July 22. Aftertwodays
of hard fighting, the Germans won the city. The first
German units crossed the Don River that same day and
headed to the Caucasus. Meanwhile, Sixth Army kept
advancing eastward unopposed. Chief of General Staff
Halder correctly told Hitler that the Russians were
deliberatelyavoiding contact. Hitlerdiscountedthisview
and said the Russianswere in full retreat.

Sixth Army was heading to Kalach, whichhad a
key bridge for crossing the Don River. The Russians
were using the same bridge to gettroops across, all the
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whilelooking overtheirshoulders, expectingtosee Sixth
Army appear. Whenthe Sixth did notshow, the Soviets
thoughtthe Germanshad changedtheirplans. Infact, the
Sixth Army had runoutof fuel 150 mileswest of Kalach,
andthereitsat for the next 18 days. The commander of
Sovietforcesaround Kalachsawthisasan opportunity
to stop the German advance at the Don River and
concentrated elements of fourarmiesintoanarrow front
onthewestbank ofthe river at Kalach. When the Sixth
Army got its fuel and re-started its advance, it used a
pincer movementagainstthe Sovietforcesat Kalachand
on August8encircled them. Over 70,000 Soviettroops
and some 1,000 tanks and armored vehicles were
trapped inthe Kalach pocket.

Theway to Stalingrad, only 40 miles distant, had
beencleared, butthe Sixth Army remainedinthe Kalach
area for two weeks mop-

confidentof victory the previous August, surrendered
and wastaken captive. The German Sixth Army ceased
toexist. Hitlerwasenraged that Paulus surrendered. He
had promoted the General to Field Marshal on January
30, knowing that no German Field Marshal had ever
surrendered hiscommand. Hitler’sexpectations were
that Pauluswould die in battle or commitsuicide.

The Battle of Stalingrad was the Soviet’s first
victoriousstrategic offensive, albeitatahighcost. Itwas
alsotheturning pointofthe war onthe Eastern Front. But
the Russiansdid notrestonthe laurels of their victories..
Assoonasthey could, thearmiesaround Stalingrad and
Kalach turned southtotrytotrap the Germanarmiesin
the Caucasus. Thiswassignificant. Russianarmieswere
now capable of making sustained advances upon the
Germans. Forawhile, itappeared the Soviets would
trapthe German First Panzer and Seventeenth Armiesin
the Caucasus. Atone pointthey were 40 miles north of

Rostov with the German

ping up operations and
waiting for the Fourth
Panzer Armytoreturnfrom
its drive to the Caucasus.
Sovietforcesusedthetime
to join and form their de-
fensesfor Stalingrad.

Thebattleof Stalingrad
was to also become atest of wills
between Hitlerand Stalin.

armiesextended 390 miles
east of the city. Hitler or-
deredthearmiesnottowith-
draw under any circum-
stances, then the following
dayrescindedthatorderand
told Army Group A tore-

The German Sixth
Armyfinally started its final advance to Stalingrad the
thirdweek of August 1942. The city wasthe third largest
industrial city in the Soviet Union, so had strategic
importance. Butthe battle was to also become atest of
wills between Hitlerand Stalin. Bothwouldinsistonno
retreatand ultimate victory. German troopswere con-
fidantthey would be victorious, and their commander,
General Paulus, feltthey wouldtakethecity inaday. The
battle for Stalingrad lasted five months and through
another bitter Russianwinter. Over 1 millionsoldiersand
civilianswerekilled. The city was 99 percentdestroyed
and street-to-street, house-to-house fighting became
common. The Germans at one time controlled 90
percentofthecity, butthatmeantlittle after Sovietforces
surrounded the Sixth Army by the end of November.
Before the Russian pincers closed, General Paulusre-
quested freedom of action to break out of the pocket.
Hilterwould hear nothing of it, despite pleas from others
on his staff. Anattempt was made mid-December to
openacorridor fromthe west to the Sixth Army, but it
failed. Finally, onJanuary 31,1943, General Paulus, so
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treat and bring all their
equipment. General von Kleistgot Army Group A out
ofthetrap, justbarely, and the Soviets retook Rostov on
February 14,1943. The Caucasus were once againin
Russian hands.

For Russian citizens living in German occupied
territory, news of these victories could not come soon
enough to bolster their spirits. They were suffering
terribly atthe hands of the Germans who exploited both
the people andthe land. Most food productionwas sent
to Germany. Russians lived at near starvation levels
duringthe winter of 1941-42. Colonel Faulkner stated
thatanoverall declineinbirthratesoccurred in Russia
during the war, and he said itstill has notrecovered. In
1944 the Sovietgovernmentawarded patches and med-
alstomothersforhavingchildren. Colonel Faulkner had
examples of these with him.

At Stalingrad, the Russians’ war of attrition had
trumped the Germans’ war of maneuver. Colonel
Faulkner said one of the major questions raised by the
Germanswas where did the Soviets keep getting men?
Theanswer lay with the physical vastness of the USSR.
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The Soviets had amanpower base to draw on. Often,
these menwere barely trained beyond firing weapons. It
would have taken far too muchtimetotraintheminthe
intricacies of maneuver warfare, so they became the
forward, bluntinstruments of battle inthe Russian style of
fightingwar.

Also, by 1942, lend—lease items from Britainand
the United States were having agreater impact for the
SovietUnion. The US provided thousands of trucksand
othervehicles, aircraft, foodstuffs, Spambeing one of the
largest, and uniforms. Some of the artifacts Colonel
Faulknerhadwithhimincluded American-made Russian
uniforms.

On February 8, Soviet forces retook the city of
Kursk, some 260 miles to the north and east of Rostov.
Thisputawestward bulge inthe German linesthey could
notignore. Eightdayslater, the Russiansretook Kharkov,
theirfourth largestcity. Thisseizuredidnothold, though,
and the Germanstook back the city on March 15. This
wouldbetheir lastmajor victory of the war. Shortly after,
early thawsand heavy spring rains forced athree-month
lullalong the battle lines. Bothsidesusedthetimetoplan
theirsummer campaigns. Forthe Germans, the key area
of interestwould be salientaround Kursk.

The eventual Battle of Kursk involved the largest
tankandairbattleinhistory. Itisviewedasthe battle that
more thanany other decided the outcome of the war on
the Russian front. The Germans called their offensive
Operation Citadel, and itwastheir intenttoencircle the
Sovietforcesinthe Kursk salient. The battle began July
5, 1943 and involved 2.2 million men, some 6,000
armored vehicle, and 5,000 planes. It consisted of a
series of battlesand engagementsovera 170 mile front
that lasted until July 19. Hitler orderedanendto Citadel
onJuly 13 because of the Allied landings on Sicily that
had occurredthree daysearlier.

When the Battle of Kursk ended, the Germans
suffered approximately 30,000 killed and over 60,000
wounded. Reliable numbers of Russians losses were not
disclosed. The German panzer force never fully recov-
ered from the battle. After Kursk, the Germans were
slowly butcontinually shoved westward. On August 22,
the city of Kharkovwasonceagainin Soviethands. The
Soviets were able to put nearly 6 million men on the
Eastern Frontwith 1 millionmoreinreserve. Againstthis,
the Germans had some 3.5 millionmen.

Whiletalking aboutthe Battle of Kursk, Colonel
Faulkner pointed out one Soviet general of interest to
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him. Thiswas Major General Konstantin Rokossovsky.
Rokossovsky was unique in that he was a survivor of
Stalin’s purge of the Soviet Military in1937-38. Hewas
tried for allegedly dealing with both the Germans and
Japanese. He had been arrested, beaten almost sense-
less, then interrogated by Stalin’s secret police. Asa
result of these interrogations, Rokossovsky ended up
withtwo rows of metal teeth. When informedathistrial
as to who had made the allegations against him,
Rokossovsky pointed out that the individual had been
killed in action in 1920. This was confirmed and
Rokossovsky was eventually released and sent back to
the Redarmy.

Rokossovsky had an independent manner about
himand was known as an excellent tactician who was
tenaciousondefenseand fierce on offense. Inshort, he
wasaninspirationtohisofficersand menatatimewhen
the Soviets needed such inspiration. In August 1941,
Rokossovsky had dealtthe Germanstheir firstdefeat of
Operation Barbarrosa when his forces attacked and
threw back a German column. Commanding Soviet
Armies on the northern face of the Kursk salient, he
playedakey role inthe Germandefeat. He would play
further key rolesinthe battles of 1944.

On September 4, 1943 Allied forces landed in
Italy. On November 6, Soviet forces liberated the city
of Kiev, the capital city of the Ukraine.

Thewinter of 1943-1944 found German forcesall
along the Eastern Front in a worrisome position. No
more fresh troops or supplies were being sent to the
Russian front. Thiswasbecause of the expected Anglo-
Saxon landings. Thoughts of German offensiveswere
over. By March 1944 Hitler came upwith atactical plan
for“fortified places.” Thesewould be specific citiesand
townsthatwere key tocommunications linesand would
essentially become forts. Hitler’s bottom line for these
fortificationswastheywould be defended tothe lastman.
Twenty-six citiesand townsin German-occupied Russia
were chosen.

This particular winter was different in that the
Sovietsdid notease up with their offensive campaigns.
After Stalingrad, they feltthey had an opportunity totrap
more Germanarmiesinthe Ukraine. Withthisinmind,
they launched an offensive on Christmas Eve 1943.
Threearmy groupsdrove westfrom Kievand fromareas
southeast of Kiev. The Germanswere surprised by the
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drive, thinking the Soviets would be tooworn fromthe
fall campaigns.

The Soviet drive formed a horseshoe shaped sa-
lientinthe vicinity of Cherkassy, onthe Dnieper River,
about 150 miles southeast of Kiev. OnJanuary 24, the
Sovietpincer closed onthissalient, trapping six German
divisions with some 45,000 troops. The Germans
managed a breakout of 30,000 of these troops on
February 18, butthe survivors were no longer consid-
eredsuitableasafighting force and were sentto Poland.
The Germans lostsome 26,000 men killed or wounded
inthisbattle.

Afewdaysafterthe pincersclosed onthe Cherkassy
Pocket, and far to the north, the siege of Leningrad was
lifted, and German forces were shoved westward along
afrontextending nearly 200 miles south of Leningrad.
This offensive finally bogged down in the mud of the
spring thaws in March.

Spring thaws and rainhampered the Sovietdrives
inthe Ukraine butdid notstop them for long. OnMarch
4,the southern offensive set off again. Because of the
huge influx of lend—lease vehicles fromthe United States,
the Russians could advance like never before and main-
tain lengthy supply lines. OnMarch 21, Soviet forces
encircledthe FirstPanzer Army, but General Hans Hube
managed anear miraculous breakouton April 11. The
FirstPanzersurvived, butHubediedinaplanecrashnine
days later after being decorated by Hitler.

By mid-April the German lines in the south had
beendrivenback 300 milesto pre-1939 boundarieswith
Poland and Rumania. The whole of the Ukraine was
back in Russian hands. The city of Sevastopol, inthe
Crimea, was liberated on May 12, 1944, and the whole
Crimea peninsula was liberated before the end of the
month. Inthe north, the Germans had been driven back
tothe shores of the Baltic Sea. The center of the Eastern
Front, in Belorussia, had held but only because the
German Army Group Center had not been targeted by
an offensive. Thatwassoontochange.

Army Group Center’s lines stretched some 450
milesfromthe upper reaches of the Dnieper River north
andincludedabulge within 300 miles of Moscow. The
situationalongthisfronthad changed ittlesincethe Battle
of Moscowin1941. The Soviets’ northernandsouthern
offensives had dangerously exposed Army Group

Center’s northern and southern flanks. The Group’s
commander, Field Marshal Ernst Busch, was notoverly
concernedaboutthesituationas he feltthe Soviets’ next
offensive would remain in the south, moving into the
Balkans. Hitleragreed withthisassessmentandstripped
Busch of men and materiel to reinforce the southern
sector of the Russian Front. Busch gave up 15 percent
of his divisions, 50 percent of his tank destroyers, 88
percentofhistanks, and 33 percentofhisheavyartillery.
His manpowerwas reduced from nearly 1 milliontroops
t0400,000. The problemwas, Buschand Hitler guessed
wrongastothe Soviets’ intentions.

Stalin had given serious consideration to moving
intothe Balkans, buthe also sawareal opportunity tonip
offthe Belorussian Bulge formed by Army Group Cen-
ter. Towardsthisend, he ordered an offensive planned
to destroy the German’s Army Group. It was named
Operation Bagration, named after a Russian warrior
prince who had foughtagainst Napoleonin 1812. June
22, thethirdanniversary of the German invasion of the
SovietUnion, was chosen asthe starting date.

Planning of Operation Bagration had begun in
April,and during Mayand Juneaforce of2.5millionwas
formed. More than 1.2 million of these were combat
troops. Colonel Faulkner talked again about General
Rokossovsky, the General with metal teeth. Rokossovsky
commanded the First Belorussian Front and was to
advance onthe city of Minsk from the southeast. This
meanttaking the fortified town of Bobruisk which saton
the northernedge of animmense swamp. Sovietdoctrine
called for a single, massive blow at the start of an
offensive. Rokossovsky’s planto getaround the swamp
to Bobruisk was to launch a two-pronged attack. His
planbecamethe subject of debate with Stalinand others
in Moscow. Stalinsaid noand Rokossovsky told him
why the two-pronged attack was best. Stalin told
Rokossovsky to gooutandthinkitover. The General
didand came back into the room. Stalinsaidthesingle
thrustwould work, and Rokossovsky replied the two-
pronged attack would be best. Othersinthe roomwere
stunned by Rokossovsky’sresponse. Stalinsenthimout
of the room again to think about it. Soviet Foreign
Minister Molotovand Secretary of the Central Commit-
tee Malenkov came out to Rokossovsky to persuade
him to change his mind. When Rokossovsky was
ushered back into the room, Stalin asked him which of
the two attacks were better. Rokossovsky replied the
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two-pronged attack. After afew moments, Stalintold

everyone he agreed with Rokossovsky and that he New
generally liked a commander who stood by his prin-
ciples. Colonel Faulkner usedthisstoryto pointchanges Su Ppo reers
thatoccurred with Stalinand Hitler. Asthe warwenton, The Bare Family
Stalinlistenedtohis Generals. Hitlerincreasingly micro- Mark, Lisa, Ryan, Jason, & Mike
managed his. James Ellis

By the end of May, the Germans detected the James & Linda Heimback
Soviet buildup on the opposite bank of the Dnieper Linda Houston
River. The buildup continued to be more apparent, Will & Kristian Price

indicating something very bigwasinthe works. When

. . : o James Slouer
Field Marshal Busch told Hitler of this activity, he

dismissed itasmerelyadeception. The Sovietswere just :
tryingto pindown Army Group Center whilethey carried SRen Ew 1I:I’l 9
outtheir southernoffensive. uppaorters

On June 6, 1944, Stalin got something he had
virtually demanded fromthe Alliessince 1942, asecond
front. Hitler now hadto face the Soviets in the eastand
the Alliesonthe beaches of Normandy, France. And it

Renewing Supporters
The Bevitt Family
Bruce, Nancy, Anthony, & Tyler

did nothelp matterswhen Romefelltothe Allieson June Do_n_& PO Rz

4th. H. Philip & Darle_ne Elwood
Operation Bagration beganas planned on June 22. Ray Irwin

For the next three weeks the Soviets hammered the Bob & Mary Ann Kelly

Belorussian Bulge, driving the Germansback 300 miles. Bonnie Kreuter

By July 11, Army Group Center ceased to exist, along Hollis Logan

with 28 Germandivisions. Between 300,000—350,000 The Naylor Family

Germans had beenkilled or captured. Gary, Susan, Desiree, Patricia, &
Stalin could now strike at will toward the Baltic Rachel

States, East Prussia, and central Poland. Once his Gerald & Jane Sliter

southern forces were built up, they could invade the Ed & Muriel Spencer

Balkans. By late summer 1944, all of thisoccurred.
Inearly January 1945, military forces of the Soviet > > >

Union launched their assault to take Germany. The

official watchword for the offensive was “Vengeance,”

andthe Sovietswould take an exacting vengeance upon

the Germanpeople, militaryandcivilian, duringtheirfinal

offensive ofthe war. We appreciate your support of
Colonel Faulkner took several questions fromthe the Combat Air Museum

audience. Thiswas followed by door prize drawings.
Afterwards, he talked with several membersand showed
them more of the artifacts he
broughtwithhim. =

Additional informationtaken from:

Russia Besieged (1977), Red Army Resurgent (1979),
The Soviet Juggernaut (1980), Time-Life Books

National Geographic Atlas of the World, Fourth Edition
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Status of the MiG-17 remains in limbo following owner's death

The donation of a MiG-17, on exhibit at CAM
since 1994, has stalled after the death of owner David
Tallicheton October 31,2007.

Paperwork requesting the donation of the MiG-17
to CAMwasinitiated in December 2006. The aircraft
had been on consignment to CAM from Tallichet’s
Military Aircraft Restoration Corporation (M.A.R.C.)
since 1994. During November 2006, CAM’s Board of
Directors Vice Chairman Gene Howerter and CAM
member Bob Schneider, in Hawkins, Texas, werein
phone contact with representatives of M.A.R.C. Mr.
Joe Kzeminski of M.A.R.C. said to make a written
request for theaircraft, whichwedid. Verbally, every-
thing sounded positive for the donation to take place.

In the following months, Gene sent a series of
imagesofthe MiG-17toBoband M.A.R.C.sothe latter
could get an appraisal on the Polish-built fighter for
incometax purposes. Follow-up callsby Geneand Bob
took place. Answerswere always that the paperwork
waswith M.A.R.C.’sattorney. Then Bob, a personal
friend of Tallichet, told us that he had terminal cancer.
The MiG-17wasnothighonthe listof thingsthat needed
to be done before Tallichet passed away.

Bobattended the memorial service for Tallichetin
Anaheim, Californiain November 2007 and afterwards
visited withafriend who was conducting the day to day

LA\ 2072

Combat Air Museum
P.O. Box 19142
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Topeka, KS 66619-0142

operationsof M.A.R.C. and Tallichet’s Specialty Res-
taurant Corporation. Mr. Howard Bell said that no
donations, especially aircraft, could be made for the next
five yearsdue toanumber of legal mattersinvolving the
Restaurant Corporationand M.A.R.C., including one
regarding a sizeable land donation by Tallichet to the
state of California. Bobasked if there wasachance that
CAM could lease the aircraftin the interim period fora
small amount of money per year until such time the
aircraftcould be donated, and that may be the approach
CAM takes.

Gene and Bob now have a new point of contact
withM.A.R.C., Maria Osario. We flearned that John
Tallichet, David Tallichet’s son, isnow heading both
Specialty Restaurant Corporationand M.A.R.C. The
business dealings of these two corporations seemed to
be tied together because what happens with Specialty
Restaurant Corporations effects M.A.R.C. Mariareaf-
firmed that noaircraft donations could be made for the
next five years. Inthe meantime, we will explore the
option ofafive-year lease of the MiG-17 with eventual
transfer of ownershipto CAM. Unlessareal surprise
pops up, the MiG will stay in Topeka, and Gene will
continue to work with Mariaand M.A.R.C. to effect,
hopefully, itseventual donationto CAM. »-
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